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The Moral Reasoning of Medical Students
in Naresuan University

Namtip Tubtimtong M.D.*

ABSTRACT

Objective: To study the moral reasoning of medical students in Naresuan University

Method: A descriptive study was conducted on 510 medical students, all 6 years, who regularly
enrolled at Faculty of Medicine Naresuan University. Data was collected via Moral Reasoning
Questionnaires, based on Kohlberg’'s Moral Development theory, and statistically analyzed
for frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, using Kruskal-Wallis, Mann-Whitney
U test, Chi-square and Spearman rank coefficient tests.

Results: There was 43.8 percents of the samples having moral reasoning stage 4 (Kohlberg's
authority and social order maintaining orientation) while 39.5 percents of them stage 3 of
moral reasoning (Kohlberg's interpersonal accord and conformity). In addition, there was
a significantly higher moral reasoning among the first year medical students when compared
to those of other years (p<0.01). The study also points out significantly that higher moral
reasoning level among pre-clinical students when compared to those of the clinical years
(p<0.001) and there was a significantly negative correlation between the year of studying and
the moral reasoning (r =-.474, p<0.001). In relation to grade point average (GPA), a significantly
positive correlation between GPA and moral reasoning (r=0.127, p<0.01). However, there
were no significant differences in moral reasoning level found in students in respecting to sex
and family income rate.

Conclusion: The results in this study could be applicable to promote the moral reasoning of

the medical students.

Key words: moral reasoning, medical students
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